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A MESSAGE FROM CAROL CAMPELL, FRIENDS PRESIDENT

FRIENDS OF THE FANWOOD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

The Friends of the Library is starting its 36th year with a dedicated and
hardworking board and plans for programs, a membership drive, and of course our
annual book sale. One of our goals is to collaborate with local organizations and
businesses to present programs of interest to area residents. 

We hope that you will join us this year as we support and honor 
our beloved library and community. 

Connecting Friends, library, and community



FLASHBACK

SUMMER READING 
CHALLENGE

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

PAINTING ON THE LAWN

Over 100 kids and teens enrolled in the Summer Reading Challenge, earning them fun
prizes all summer long. The Friends were proud to provide funding for this and many
other summer reading programs.

Registration filled quickly for the library's painting events. Thirty lucky kids and their
parents met on the lawn to paint tote bags. Later that same week, teens met at the library
to paint mugs to use as succulent planters.

The library kicked off summer reading with an Ice Cream Social on June 29. Over 150 people of all ages attended. The Friends
sponsored the ice cream, and live music was provided by Lucky Profit, a band made up of local teens (pictured above). The
library's teen volunteers provided much-needed help at the event, and families who signed up for the summer Family Book
Club picked up their free bag of books and activities. 

PLAY THEATER
Play Theater, a local children’s theater group, performed Play On on August 1. Kids danced
and sang classic stadium songs to an audience of friends, family, and neighbors.

The MuseumPass program lets cardholders and Friends of the FML and SPPL visit area museums and
activities for free or at minimal cost. Some of our most popular passes this summer included: The Turtle Back
Zoo, Museum of Natural History, and the Adventure Aquarium. A full catalog of participating museums can
be found online, and the MuseumPass newsletter will keep you up-to-date on new offerings and events.

MUSEUMPASS

The Friends were proud to provide funding for many of these programs and others 

STORY TIME
Children ages 0-5 and their caregivers enjoyed stories, songs, and
crafts all throughout the summer during weekly Story Time sessions.
Programs were held outside on the lawn and in the cozy children's
department. These early literacy activities help foster a passion for
reading and books, all while bringing our community closer together.



Annual Book Sale

The Next Chapter

Donate: 9/30 - 10/3               Shop: 10/6 - 10/9
Check the library’s website (fanwoodlibrary.org) for more

information, the complete schedule, and volunteer
opportunities.

Date: October 23 at 2 PM

Walking tour of historic Fanwood returns! Joan Skubish, chair of
the Fanwood Historical Preservation Commission, will offer a
repeat performance of her popular tour of town. The tour starts
at the train station and will cover parts of North and Martine
Avenues. Refreshments and Q&A to follow at the Fanwood
Museum. 

Register at fanwoodlibrary.org. Those on the waitlist from last
spring will be contacted September 19.

Footsteps Through Time

I am so pleased to see
the new building project
moving ahead so quickly
and am always glad to
have the support of the
Friends of the Fanwood
Library. Please support

them.
 

 - Ann Minski, 
Library Board President

Building Project
Big changes are on the horizon! After years of planning
and hard work, construction of the new Fanwood
Memorial Library facility is scheduled to begin late Fall
2022. The new library has been configured for people of
all ages and abilities, offers a multi-purpose community
room and small and large meeting spaces, and will
support current and emerging technology. 

Detailed information about the design, features, and
construction timeline can be found online and on display
at the library.

The library staff are excited to continue hosting programs
at the library's temporary location at the Historic North-
Side Train Station. There will be space for residents to
borrow newly released books as well as books from 30+
other libraries when FML joins the LMxAC Consortium at
the end of this year. Free online services, including
Kanopy, access to the New York Times and Consumer
Reports, eLibrary NJ, and mobile printing will also remain
available.

Bookmark the dates: the Friends marquee fundraiser is back
this fall at Forest Road Park! Donate your very gently used
books, CDs, and DVDs during donation days and browse our
vast collection on sale days. 

Our sale provides a sustainable way to pass along your
collection to other book- and media-lovers in the
community. Share the gift of reading by helping others grow
their home libraries in an affordable way! 

Tips for a Painless Kitchen or Bath Remodel
Date: October 19 at 7 PM

Join members of the Monks Design team for a conversation
about planning your kitchen or bathroom remodeling project.
Learn how to compare quotes from different vendors,
understand your project's elements and timeline, and how to
prepare to minimize stress. The program will take place at
Monk's Design Studio (246 South Ave, Fanwood). The Friends
are pleased to partner with Monks for this event but neither we,
nor the library, specifically endorse their services. 



Our community and organization thrive thanks to the generosity of our donors and volunteers. 
 

Your contribution – time, talent, or financial – provides direct and real support to our
library and the residents it serves.     

Friends Benefits

Crown Jewelers
Enchantments
Fabio’s Bistro
Fanwood Bagel
Fanwood Larder
Fanwood Pharmacy
Houdini Pizza Laboratory

Joli Visage Clinique
Nick’s Pizza & Deli 
Norman’s Hallmark
Rocko’s Ice Cream 
Scotchwood Florist
Shalom Fanwood Nails
The Town Book Store (Westfield)

Your Friends membership card entitles you to first pick at our annual
book sale, newsletters*, and a 10% (or more) discount from our growing
list of local merchants:

Mayor Mahr often comments on the volunteer spirit found in Fanwood.  
These Friends board members have that spirit as well as many talents
and the ability to work as a team.  They are a special group and I
thank them for making my job easier!

 
Krys Budd, Celina Chaves, Diana Chaves, Danielle Delavaux, Erica

Feldman, Deserie Foster, Amy Hamill, Sally Hogan, Annette Madarasz,
Mindy Matthews, Tracy Rasmussen, David Richard, Thena Rosahl and

Arlene Ross.   
 

And a special thank-you goes to Katherine Balch. Katherine served
on the Friends board for 25+ years. When she moved to Plainfield,
she still maintained her commitment to the Friends especially
helping with publicity. Her family legacy of community service and
high standards is a strong one. That combined with her love of
writing, reading, and of course libraries and sharing that love made
her a valuable part of the Friends’ efforts. We already miss her!

- Carol Campell, Friends President
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*The Friends Links newsletter is mailed annually to each Fanwood household.
Join the Friends to receive additional newsletters by email!

Editor of the Fall 2022 edition: Danielle Delavaux 


